
bridges and steps, storage and 

toilet facilities, chimney and 

solar upgrades, to wildlife 

enhancements projects such 

as prairie, pollinator and na-

tive woods restoration. We 

have been honored with the 

Imagination and Place Envi-

ronmental Award, and rou-

tinely recognize our wonder-

ful volunteers, including Girl 

Scouts and troops.   

Now, in 2017, we would like 

to recognize our Founding 

and Charter Friends who 

helped us begin this beautiful 

relationship with our beloved 

camp. Enjoy the stories of 

some of them on page two, 

and save the date of Septem-

ber 21 for our Annual Mem-

bers Meeting where we will 

celebrate our Friends as we 

live happily ever after! 

Once upon a time 
(which happens to be the 

theme of this year’s Day 

Camp) in the early 1990’s, 

the Lawrence Hidden Valley 

Committee (LHVC) began 

discussing ways to increase 

volunteerism at the camp, 

and the idea of a support 

group was born.  This idea 

was put on hold however, 

due to the boards’ long-

standing desire to build a 

lodge at the camp.  They had 

commissioned a feasibility 

study to determine whether 

the community would sup-

port a capital fundraising 

project to assist. The study 

results indicated that most 

residents either did not 

know anything at all about 

the camp, or erroneously 

thought it was owned and 

funded by the Girl Scouts of 

the USA rather than a local 

nonprofit.  For years, the 

hidden valley was virtually 

kept a secret, even as the 

city grew all around it. The 

need to come out of the 

woods and grow public 

awareness was obvious.  

With a new goal of increas-

ing volunteerism AND fund-

ing and public awareness, 

discussions grew into action 

and a committee chaired by 

Judy Wilson and Durand 

Reiber was formed in 1995 

to define goals and action 

steps for creating a fee-based 

membership organization. In 

1996, a Friends of Hidden 

Valley group was formed and 

36 individuals with ties to 

Hidden Valley were re-

cruited as Founding Mem-

bers to jumpstart the organi-

zation. (see inset) Our first 

official membership drive for 

1997 commenced during the 

40th anniversary of the pur-

chase of Hidden Valley 

Camp, bringing 45First Year 

Charter Members! (see inset 

on page 2).  

Initial efforts of the Friends 

concentrated on public 

awareness through annual 

membership drives and ex-

hibits at local events, recruit-

ment of new volunteers, and 

sponsoring workdays for 

routine maintenance. After 

two successful years, the 

committee broke from 

LHVC, which was the origi-

nal intent of the LHVC 

board, and in 1999, became 

an incorporated, independent 

organization with the above 

mission statement.  

Since then, our workdays 

have grown from an initial 

16 volunteers to a high of 

325 Girl Scouts and com-

munity volunteers at a single 

workday! We now put out 

3 newsletters per year, rou-

tinely host talks and tours 

for groups, host the annual 

Trails Day for the public in 

June, have a website, Face-

book page, and coordinate a 

lively Hiking Patrol to help 

monitor the camp. Thanks 

to the generosity of our 

members, we now have a 

large endowment with the 

Douglas County Commu-

nity Foundation, initiated an 

ongoing fundraising project, 

and have contributed to 

many special projects at the 

camp, from building new 

1997: The Beginning of a Beautiful Relationship! 

 

Friends of Hidden Valley, Inc. 
The mission of the Friends of Hidden Valley is to provide support to the 

Lawrence Hidden Valley Committee, Inc., in programs, development, 
maintenance, and goals that promote and benefit Hidden Valley Camp.  

Enjoy a full color newsletter on our website: www.friendshv.org                                                                                                    

Founding Friends of 

Hidden Valley 

  Jo Barnes 

  Carolyn Blass* 

  Kathy Bruner 

  Mary Burchill 

  Deborah Burns 

  Mary Davenport* 

  Carol Francis* 

  Lori Heasty 

  Nancy Hawkins 

  Barbara Hill 

  Rita Jansen 

  Evelyn Lenzen* 

  Marguerite Lockwood* 

  Carolee Drake Martin* 

  Mary Jo Mensie 

  Ellyn Owen 

  Craig Penzler 

  Barbara Petersen 

  Henry D. Remple* 

  Mariana Remple* 

  Lissa Revenew 

  Martha Rose 

  Louise Silber 

  Tom Squier 

  Marcia West 

  Benji Wyatt 

  Flora Wyatt 

  Founding committee 

  Joe Collins* 

  Suzanne Collins 

  Suzanne McGinn 

  Mary Beth Petr 

  Durand Reiber 

  Robin Robertson 

  Mary Swayne 

  Karen Warner 

  Judy Wilson 

 

  *in Memoriam 

Spring 2017 

Charter Friend Sara Gillahan 

shovels mulch at the very first 

Friends-sponsored workday in 

May 1997. 



As we enter our 20th 

year reflecting on past ac-

complishments, it is also 

important to continue to 

work on current goals 

while establishing new 

ones. In keeping with our 

mission of providing addi-

tional support for Hidden 

Valley Camp, we are dedi-

cated to enhancing the 

camp experience for local 

Girl Scouts and other 

youth and adult visitors, 

and improving upon the 

natural habitat.  Our pri-

mary goals include:  
*Continue to help main-

tain the camp through 

the Hiking Patrol, routine 

workdays, procurement of 

funds through member-

ship dues, the Brick 4 

Bricks program and 

grants, and to grow pub-

lic awareness through 

exhibits, social media 

and tours.  
*Expand collabora-

tion efforts. This year 

we are excited about a 

partnership with KU 

graduate students of 

Ecology and Evolution-

ary Biology to develop a 

nature center in the yurt 

and field guides to ex-

plore the natural envi-

ronment. A KU student 

is also working on an 

updated digital map, a 

long awaited project.  

*Continue with Native 

Woods Restoration and 

Habitat Improvements. 

With 60 years of managing 

the camp with wildlife in 

mind, we will continue en-

vironmental stewardship 

activities that protect and 

enhance the native flora 

and fauna.  

*Celebrate the 20th 

Year of Friends of Hid-

den Valley! We will 

honor our Founding and 

Charter Friends throughout 

the year, and pay special 

tribute to them at our An-

nual Members Meeting.  

Goals for 2017 and beyond... 

Interviews with a few Founding Friends 

“We needed more volunteers!”  was a sentiment echoed by three founding members of 

the Friends of Hidden Valley, Ellyn Owen, Karen Warner and Flora Wyatt.  All were 

active board members on Lawrence Hidden Valley Board in the early 1990s, and in-

strumental in the founding of Friends.  Warner said, “Marianna was doing most of the 

work, and we knew we needed more, regular volunteers committed to Hidden Valley; and 

that took time.”  Owen stated, “We needed people to do the ground work…  The Board 

realized we could not do it alone.” 

Wyatt said, “The Work Days are so important to the maintenance of Hidden Valley.  I love 

the celebrations, but Work Days are critical.”  Both Wyatt and Warner remember the 

early 2000’s when the subject of selling the property came up once more citing finan-

cial difficulties. Warner’s comment, “Over my dead body,” resonated among other 

Board members and Hidden Valley faithful.  She and Wyatt were both pleased when 

Friends became part of the Douglas County Community Foundation (DCCF).  The 

financial stability this and the cell tower have given Hidden Valley are great comfort. 

Each have fond memories of their years volunteering at Hidden Valley, citing Day 

Camp memories, hearing the girls sing, seeing the joy on their faces, and getting them 

to expand themselves beyond their boundaries.  During the butterfly garden dedica-

tion, they recalled releasing a Kestrel and the excitement on the girls’ faces. Their 

time at Hidden Valley continues, as Owen and some other adults spent an evening at 

Hidden Valley last spring.  They ate a simple meal and camped out (yes, they really 

camped out) under Southern Shade shelter.  Ok, they slept on cots, but they really 

camped out.  The delightful evening has been added to her many fond memories of 

Hidden Valley.  Thanks to these women and the other Founders, as well as the con-

tributions of ALL members, there will be many more nights at Hidden Valley for 

memory making. 

Charter Friends 
Aynsley Anderson 
Gordon & Dorothea 

 Anderson 

Mary Alice Barr 

Denise Berkley 

Diana Bigelow 

Lynne Bodle 

John Burggraf 

Ralph Clement 

Louise Cook* 

Sara Gillahan 

Morton & Betty Green** 

Cheryl Harmon 

Rhetta Harnar 

Christopher Haufler 

Allison Haworth 

Howard Jones 

Thelma Kerkman 

John & Linda Lungstrum 

Lorraine Michel 
Charles & Mary Mich-

ener** 

Ann Nichols 

Diane Oakes 

Michael O’Connor 

Joan Reiber 

Cindy & Mike Riling 

Irene Rose* 

Dr. & Jan Roskam 

Robert Russell 

Mary Kay Stephens 

Shere Stoner 

Philip & Stephanie Struble 

Jane Tuttle 

Ella Mary Yoe* 

Susan Wachter 

Ann Walton 

Kim Watson 

Joanne Wise* 

Jane Volker*  
The Jayhawk Audubon 

Society! 

*in Memoriam 

 

 
“We needed more 

volunteers!” 

 
“The workdays are so 

important to the 

maintenance of Hid-

den Valley. I love the 

celebrations, but 

Work Days are criti-

cal.” 



It was a wet and cold 

night on Saturday, Janu-

ary 14, 2017. However, 

the predicted icy roads 

did not deter people 

from coming out to the 

Transformations All 

Star Charity Gala at the 

Lied Center. This amaz-

ing event was for 13 

charities in Lawrence, 

featuring past perform-

ers.  

As per event coordinator 

Brandon Eisman, (a.k.a) 

D e j a  B r o o k s , 

“Transformations” was 

created to not only sup-

port nonprofit charities 

but to embrace diversity 

and the needs of all peo-

ple. These events, over 

the last 5 years, have do-

nated over $50,000. 

Friends of Hidden Valley 

was honored when Aidan 

Loveland Koster asked to 

represent us at this 

event. 

It was an awe-filled night 

of fabulous performances. 

Aidan’s assisting consultant who helped her “transform” 

into Heidi Vale was Flo (John Koop). An excellent short 

Hidden Valley video was shown with Cindy Riling as 

our spokesperson, which included great pictures of the 

camp, and can be viewed on our website and Facebook 

page! 

The effervescent Heidi Vale and her incredible Hidden 

McBandits did not disappoint. Dramatic Star Wars mu-

sic played, Heidi (Aidan) came on-stage with boots and 

outfit all a glitter. Sparkling in the stage light…she raised 

her arms. Down each aisle came the eleven Hidden 

McBandits (11 Girl Scouts of all ages including Aidan’s 2 

daughters, Emma (12) 

and Clare (7)) dressed in 

silver sparkling sashes. 

Some girls picked up 

signs that read… I am 

brave, I am confident, 

others as they came on-

stage…I am strong, I am 

unique…etc. It was so 

extremely inspirational, 

prompting people to leap 

from their seats for the 

largest, standing ovation 

of the night.  

The winning organization  

was the Sexual Trauma 

and Abuse Care Center, 

receiving $10,000. Heidi 

Vale and the Hidden 

McBandits did not win 

the competition for the 

night but they definitely 

won everyone’s hearts.  

Front Row from left: Lora 

Hartwick, Addison Thorne, 

Claire Koster; Back row : Gab-

riella Carttar, Lydia Hartwick, 

Chaney Finkeldei, Emily Silvers, 

“Heidi”, Kaylie Thorne,   

Emma Koster, Francesca Des-

ser t ,  Mad i son  Dewi t t ;         

Back: “Flo” 

complete with scrap-

books, a display of camp 

history, coloring sheets, 

membership information 

and mystery boxes. The 

mystery boxes con-

tained several items 

found in nature and each 

box contained one item 

not found in a nature. 

Participants were able to 

‘feel what’s inside’ and 

try to identify the con-

tents. Kids of all ages 

and plenty of adults took 

All that and more was on 

hand for Kaw Valley Eagles 

Day 2017 held at Lawrence 

Free State High School on 

Saturday, January 21st. The 

event included over 20 ex-

hibitors, several presenta-

tions, kids activities, games 

and crafts and two bus ex-

cursions to the Clinton 

Lake Marina for potential 

eagle viewing.  

Friends of Hidden Valley 

participated with a booth 

staffed by board members 

the challenge. 

For extra excitement, 

Free State biology 

teacher, David Reber, 

generously loaned two 

box turtles and a couple 

of live snakes to the 

booth for the day.  

 

 

Right: a little tyke ex-

plores the nature mys-

tery boxes. 

Transformations Charity Gala 2017 featuring                                                        
Heidi Vale and the McBandits! 

Raptors and Milk Snakes and Owl Pellets, Oh My!  

 



From the Hiking Patrol:  I hiked Hidden Valley the afternoon of January 

11th . Bad weather was expected toward the weekend and I thought 64 

degrees was perfect weather for a hike with my camera. I spent lots of 

time in the quiet fields and forests. Winter makes you realize that there 

are many animals lurking in those silent woods. One may think there’s 

nothing there but things are watching you. Do you see it in the first 

photo? It saw me and flew off with silent, swift wings flying between 

dense branches without a hitch. I was amazed that not a twig was even 

brushed by a wing; a small raptor, I believe. Also, mammal tracks, not a 

dog, not an opossum, perhaps a skunk; Again, unidentified. There are 

creatures out there watching.  I did my spying on white-throated spar-

rows foraging on the ground by the pond and a  red-breasted nuthatch 

probing a tree for insects and finding one. It’s hard to imagine that so 

many creatures thrive in Winter in this little urban wilderness land-

scape, most of them unseen.  Was it the thought that I’m being secretly 

observed, rather than the other way around or the 30 degree tempera-

ture drop in the two hours of my hike that sent chills up my spine? 

All buildings were secure. No problems were found. 

 

 ~Jim Bresnahan, one of our frequent hikers, Honeysuckle Warrior, and 

great photographer! 

 

Friends of Hidden Valley, Inc. 

PO Box 442073   

Lawrence, KS 66044  

Mark Your  

Calendars: 

April 8, 1-4 pm:  

Spring Workday 

(rain date April 15) 

June 3: Hidden Valley Trails Day: 

8-11 am: Trail Maintenance 

11:30-1:30: Guided Hikes 

To RSVP or more info: durandi@sunflower.com 

 

September 21: Friends of Hidden Val-

ley Annual Meeting and 20th Celebra-

tion!  Watch for your invitation in the mail. 

Keep up with all the news via Facebook: 

Friends-of-hidden-valley 

The fall workday at Hidden Valley Camp proved once more that folks really do like to get outdoors during this 

time of year, and the beautiful weather really helped! Although not a record, we were blessed with over 118 hard-

working volunteers of all ages. Besides the usual projects centered around Mary’s Meadow and Dogwood Forest, a 

special red elm was planted at the Gathering Place, 

to provide much needed shade for the future.  

Thank you Volunteers! 
The Honeysuckle Warriors have once again been 

making huge inroads in our continuing native woods 

restoration this winter. Meeting up weekly, they cut, 

haul and burn the invasive honeysuckle so that native 

flora can thrive.  

From Left: Bruce Nightengale, Jan Bresnahan, Mike Huslig 

and Jim Bresnahan 


